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Monday, Sept. 25 marked the 60th anniversary of the desegregation of Little Rock Central High School. The City of Little Rock hosted several events
throughout the preceding weekend, including a monument dedication, fundraiser dinner and panel discussion. On Monday, the “Reflections of Progress”
commemoration ceremony was hosted in the Roosevelt Thompson Auditorium to reflect on the historic Little Rock Nine’s enrollment at the school. The
eight surviving members of the Little Rock Nine took the stage to recount their experiences in and after attending Central High and esteemed speakers,
like Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson and Henry Louis Gates Jr., spoke on race relations in the U.S. Former President Bill Clinton gave a commemorative
address that praised the Little Rock Nine and the progress of the nation while presenting a call to action to confront the frequent social injustice in the
U.S. today.

Helping pick up the pieces North Korea threatens war
Harding community acts on hurricane relief
LEXI HOAGLAND
student writer
Six hurricanes; Harvey, Irma, Jose, Katia,
Maria, and Franklin, devastated the globe
in August and September. According to
Business Insider, Mexico is still suffering
damage and loss of power due to Katia
and Franklin. Hurricane Harvey took 82
lives in Texas and left thousands homeless.
Irma wreaked havoc in the Caribbean and
Bahamas, killing 61 and leaving thousands
unemployed. Jose followed Irma closely
to Georgia and Massachusetts, but never
made landfall.
Hurricane Maria still lingers over Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and the Bahamas.
Puerto Rico’s electrical grid has been de-

stroyed, plunging the island into darkness.
Over half of the island lacks clean water,
and 25 are confirmed dead.
In response to the destruction, people
from across the globe are stepping up to
assist those in need.
Dr. Andrew Baker, professor of Bible and
director for the Mitchell Center, is waiting
on the next call from the people affected by
Hurricane Harvey. When informed of a need,
the Mitchell Center will send students and
community members into the Houston area.
“I wish everyone knew that they could
do something,” Baker said. “You can pray
and send your support; and if you cannot
go you can support someone else who is.”
SEE HURRICANES, PAGE 2A
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In recent weeks, the U.S. and North
Korean governments have been engaged
in a heated exchange prompted by North
Korea’s continued development and testing
of nuclear warheads.
On Sunday, Sept. 3, nine days before
the beginning of the U.N.’s 72nd session,
seismic readings of 6.3 in the Pacific Ocean
indicated that North Korea’s most recent
nuclear weapons test was bigger than any
other that has been conducted in North
Korea, according to the BBC. North
Korean state media called it a “perfect
success” and a “very meaningful step in
completing the national nuclear weapons
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programme.”
As North Korea has taken to the
testing grounds, President Trump has
taken to Twitter, expressing that the U.S.
is prepared to use “devastating” military
action if necessary, according to CNN.
Last Monday, North Korean Foreign
Minister Ri Yong Ho claimed U.S. President Trump had “declared war” on his
country in response to his inflammatory
tweets. The same day, the White House
Press Secretary Sarah Sanders responded,
stating that the suggestion was “absurd.”
This war of words between North Korea
and the U.N. could be pushing the region
closer to the brink of an accidental conflict,
but both countries are still determined
to avoid conflict at all costs, according
to CNN.
SEE NORTH KOREA, PAGE 2A
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Midnight Oil celebrates 20 years
MAGGIE MCDOWELL
student writer
Twenty years ago, Matt and Mandy
West had an idea to create a place of
community in Searcy while also serving
God through mission work. From these
ideas, the Midnight Oil Coffeehouse
was born. Twenty years later, Kibo
Midnight Oil Coffeehouse (MO) is
a staple among Harding students and
Searcy residents alike. Now under the
ownership of the nonprofit organization
Kibo Group International, a change
made in 2009, it also works alongside
The Source Café in Jinja, Uganda,
owned and operated by Kibo, works with
communities in East Africa to tackle
poverty and injustice. On their 20th
anniversary, MO will be celebrating
not only what they have accomplished
thus far, but also what is to come in the
future for both the small-town business,
and the globally minded international
organization.
Aug. 29, 2017 marks 20 years since
the opening day of MO. On Oct. 7, the
official celebration will be packed with
events, including a rock wall from Zion
Climbing Center, moonlight yoga with
noomaLIFE, and bands playing all day
on the new stage.
“We’re encouraging the former
baristas that have families now to come
and bring their kids, as well as people
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from town,” April Fatula, a Kibo board
member, said. “It’ll be just a really
family-friendly, fun day.”
MO has not only contributed its
atmosphere and coffee products to
the Searcy community, but also its
relationships with other mission-based
businesses in town, one of which is
Zion Climbing Center, a nonprofit
rock climbing center and gym. Zion
will be providing a climbing wall at
the celebration, according to owner
Sean Hudkins.
“Zion has worked with Midnight
Oil in various capacities for years,”
Hudkins said. “When they contacted
us and said ‘Hey, would you be able

to put this up,’ we said we would. So,
we’ll utilize our outdoor wall, make it
fun, provide not only for the kids but
for everyone.”
MO has also become like a second
home for many students on campus.
Sophomore Adrian Blanco said the
main draw of MO for him is this very
sense of familiarity and community.
“I started going here my first week of
freshman year,” Blanco said. “Midnight
Oil is a great study place and their coffee
is incredible … it’s just a natural meeting
place and really does build community.”
The 20th Anniversary Celebration
kicks off at 10 a.m., Oct. 7 at MO and
continues until midnight.

Harding revamps ticket purchasing
KAYLA MEELER
student writer
The Harding Office of Alumni and
Parent Relations launched a revised
version of hardingtickets.com.
The website which was previously used
to buy tickets for events such as Spring
Sing and the Homecoming musical has
been redesigned to consolidate ticket
availability to one medium. Tickets for
events such as banquets, luncheons,
athletic events and theater productions
are all accessible online. The new site
allows buyers to order tickets and have
them sent to their computers or phones
instead of having to go to the box office.
University Ticket sales suggested a
revised version of the website to Vice
President of Alumni and Parent Relations
Liz Howell to improve the efficiency
of their sales platform. Howell said she
was excited about the idea and wanted
to see how it would work in action.
During the spring semester of 2017,
musical group The Oak Ridge Boys
came to campus providing the perfect
opportunity for a trial run. They received
positive feedback especially about one
specific feature of the new system.
“One of the positive things of it is
that you can actually see your seats,”
Howell said. “It’s very much like any
professional ticket system. It’s very

continued
from 1A

“North Korea is being quite careful so that there
is no accidental clash,” South Korean Liberty Korea
Party lawmaker Lee Cheol-woo said.
In many ways this is much more a stalemate
between the two countries as nuclear powers, neither
ready to take the step towards war yet neither willing
to step down, according to Fox News.
“The North Koreans assume that the threats will
be enough to restrain United States action but the
United States might be thinking the same thing,” the
Stratfor vice president of strategic analysis told CNN.
“So you end up in a situation where a provocation
from one side is seen by the other as an actual move
towards war.”
Junior Hallie Hite said that it’s been discouraging
to watch the U.S. respond to North Korea as they have.
“In the age of social media and global community,
every piece of communication by a country’s
leaders is crucial,” Hite said. “While North Korea
is communicating with weapons tests, the president
of the United States is communicating via Twitter
and empty threats. This signifies a morose outlook
for our country, if the situation escalates to a level
where communication keeps us from the brink of war.”

“These are the necessary
ingredients for (war) to happen,
so people are properly alerted.It is
absolutely appropriate to have this
level of concern. There are only
five recognized hydrogen bomb
countries in the world. So this is
a pretty elite club this little hermit
kingdom has now entered.”
- Dr. Kevin Klein

professor of history

EMILY GRIFFIN | The Bison

Harding launched an improved website in September. Students
are now able to purchase tickets for concerts, sporting events and
theater productions on mobile devices and computers.
user friendly.”
The new ticketing system also has many
benefits for the different departments
on campus. It lists all events in one
place so that someone going online to
buy athletic tickets will be exposed to
other events happening on campus.
“It means we can spend more time
marketing our products instead of
taking care of ticket sales,” Steve Frye,
chair of the Department of Theatre,
said. “It can let the campus know ‘Here
are the things that are going on on our
campus.’ It becomes a central location

for everything which is going to benefit
us in the long run.”
According to junior Meagan Hoard,
students notice the change already and
are happy about the accessibility of
purchasing tickets.
“I like that there will be one outlet
for tickets because as a student I was
very confused about where to go to
purchase tickets,” Hoard said. “This way,
when I know an event is happening, I
know where to go for tickets instead
of trying to figure it out between the
different places.”

Delta Chi Delta said. “With the help
of the student body, we raised a total of
$270 for the Hurricane Harvey relief.”
A group of students also returned
this past week from a mission trip to
Houston, Texas. Lucretia Davis, Aramark
employee, is a member of the Arkansas
National Guard and was called to serve
in the wake of Hurricane Harvey where
she was able to help rebuild the lives
of those in Houston after the flood.
College Church of Christ is organizing
further efforts to send their members
into these areas. Christopher Adams,
director of College Church Disaster
Relief Ministry, has been coordinating
and placing volunteers in the Houston
area.
“Serving is a real application of when
scripture tells us what good is it if you
see someone in need and tell them that
you will pray for them and go and be
well but do not pray. You must take

action,” Adams said. “Anybody can do
this work. I had an 80-year-old man
and a 76-year-old woman on the last
trip. If you can sweep with a broom,
pray with a traumatized homeowner or
hand out sandwiches you can go on a
disaster relief trip.”
The church is on their third of an
expected 20 trips to Houston between
now and Thanksgiving. Team members are wrapping up the first phase
of construction: gutting houses. The
next phase will consist of replacing the
dry wall on the homes they have been
assigned to by the church.
College church will be working
with the Westgate Church of Christ
in Beaumont, Texas to assist those
in the Houston area. College Church
of Christ will need volunteers in the
coming weeks during their trips to
Houston. Visit the Mitchell Center in
McInteer 168 for more information.

HURRICANES, continued from 1A

The Mitchell Center will respond to
disasters within driving distance from
the school. Baker said the Mitchell
Center provides feasible opportunities
for students to be the servants God
has called them to be in real world
situations.
“The students’ service to those in
need shows what is right with humanity,
what is right with people,” Baker said.
“That’s what makes Harding students
so special: they have a willingness to
do whatever they can.”
Students and faculty have also taken
initiative to support the victims of these
hurricanes in other ways. Members from
men’s social club Delta Chi Delta had
a “Change War” between social clubs
to raise money.
“I was moved during chapel when Dr.
McLarty had prayed for the students
affected by the hurricane,” senior Bradley
Marques, service project director of

NORTH KOREA,

According to Kevin Klein, professor of history
and endowed chair of the Department of History
and Political Science, North Korea’s verbal aggression
is nothing new, but their nuclear weaponry and the
temperaments of these newly-interacting world
leaders is a novel element in the countries’ relations.
“There have been worse moments than the moment
we are at right now,” Klein said. “But we have really
different dynamics because of the leadership and
because of the culmination of their nuclear program.”
While Klein noted the uniqueness and unpredictability
of the personalities interacting, he expressed that
heightened aggression between the U.S. and North
Korea was an inevitable part of North Korea’s longterm weapons development plan.
“No matter who this current president was, if it
was Hillary, Hillary would be facing nuclear-armed,
belligerent North Korea,” Klein said. “How would
she respond? She might respond differently –– I
would think that she would respond differently ––
but they would be facing the same problem. This
problem precedes the current administration, but it
is culminating … You always inherit Korea. Since
1953, you inherit Korea.”
According to Klein, whether or not nuclear war is
likely in the near future, North Korea’s weaponization
is a cause for concern.
“These are the necessary ingredients for (war) to
happen, so people are properly alerted,” Klein said.
“It is absolutely appropriate to have this level of
concern. There are only five recognized hydrogen
bomb countries in the world. So this is a pretty elite
club this little hermit kingdom has now entered.”
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State | Employment Rates at All-Time High

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson announced on Sept. 27 that Arkansas’
employment rate is at an all-time high. Hutchinson attributed the success to
the state’s strong workforce and natural resources, as well as private sector

National | Trump Proposes Drastic Tax Plan

On Sept. 27, President Trump announced a proposal to slash taxes for
individuals and businesses, according the New York Times. Trump urged
Republicans and Democrats to work together to approve the plan.

International | Female Drivers in Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia made a historic move towards increased civil rights for
women on Sept. 26, when a royal decree was issued allowing women to
drive cars, according to the New York Times.
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Are we really unashamed?
dominique deveaux

guest
writer

H

arding hosted a concert for a
Christian rap artist for the first
time a few weeks ago. I would like to
thank Logan Light and the CAB team
for organizing an amazing evening with
Lecrae on Sept. 11. I’ve been a fan of
his music since 2011 and only dreamed
of having an opportunity to see him
perform live.
When I was a freshman, I had heard
many rumors about why Harding didn’t
have Christian artists perform for concerts;
however, I was truly delighted to see that
not only were we able to enjoy a concert
by a Christian artist but also an artist
who expresses his love for Jesus Christ
through rap. As a Christian, I appreciate
knowing that I can listen to artists like
Lecrae make entertaining and poetically
skillful music without compromising
my covenant with Christ. If Jesus
were sitting next to me as I wrote this
article, I would offer to play him some
of Lecrae’s songs — and I believe he’d
like them. With that said, I was quite
disappointed with the way the concert
was promoted to the student body and
the public in comparison to previous
concerts.
I have been a Harding student since
2012, and in that time I have seen
advertisements for concerts such as Ben

jaisa hogue

Rector, Philip Philips, Pentatonix, Tori
Kelly, Andy Grammer, Kris Allen and
Jesse McCartney — just to name a few. I
vividly remember grand announcements
in chapel, CAB employees with booths
in the middle of the Student Center
and fliers posted around campus. Each
concert brought a buzz of excitement
and anticipation to campus. However,
that buzz seemed absent with news of
the Lecrae concert.
I understand that this was a new
experience having a Christian rapper
perform for the first time. However, as a
Christian university why is it acceptable
to heavily promote secular artists who do
not uplift Jesus Christ and his teachings
in their music, yet give less attention to
someone whose mission of spreading the
Gospel is more closely aligned with the
mission of Harding? I am glad that this
step has been made, however, we still
have quite a journey to travel.
For those who do not know, Lecrae’s
record label — Reach Records — and the
associated artists have carried Romans
1:16 as their anthem verse for many
years. They reference being unashamed
in their songs, merchandise and apparel,
and even tattoos. As Christians, we are all
called to be “unashamed of the Gospel,”
however as humans we are more inclined
to be unashamed of the things that do
not make us uncomfortable. This record
label and its associated artists have created
a space for Christian rappers to provide
spiritually edifying music to those of us
who don’t want to listen to Hillsong and
Toby Mac all day on the radio.
Unfortunately, I’ve come to realize that
the Harding culture lends its population
to be very uncomfortable with the

idea of rap and Christianity together.
I have been given disapproving looks
by Christians for listening to Lecrae’s
music — Christians who would rather
listen to Jesse McCartney sing about a
girl’s “body language.” There’s certainly
something wrong with that idea.
This leads me to ponder if the music
itself is the problem or the person that’s
presenting it. Are we so concerned
about the “kind of crowd” a rapper
would attract that we ignore the fact
that he raps about Jesus Christ? Have
we become so comfortable with a lack
of diversity in campus life that even our
entertainment cannot take different styles
into consideration? Have we fallen into
the trap of declaring what is “appropriate
Christian music” based on criteria that
are not scriptural?
Revelation 7:9-17 speaks about the
great multitude before the throne of God
that was made of people from “every
nation, from all tribes and people and
languages” singing praises to the Lord.
I’m pretty sure that all of those people
did not live the same kinds of lives but
are bound by the common thread of Jesus
Christ. Diversity is God’s default for his
people. As a Christian university, should
it not also be a default on our campus life?
Should we not aim to create a welcoming
space to all, even in ways as simple as a
concert? When will our institution arrive
to the point of being unashamed? The
journey has already begun; let’s hope that
it continues down the right path.

Katrina (2005), Dean (2007) and Irma
(2017). Even though statistics cannot
provide absolute proof of permanent
climate change, they give us an indication
of what is happening on Earth as a result
of warming temperatures.
The terms “catastrophic” and “unprecedented” are becoming all-too-common
appellations, albeit warranted, for meteorologists. Indeed, the size, intensity and
frequency of tornadoes and hurricanes,
fires and floods are increasing at alarming
rates. These are nature’s klaxons sounding.
While some might be resistant to
accepting humans’ role in climate change,
it is getting harder and harder to ignore
its effects. Once-in-a-lifetime storms
now occur once every few years. Floods
that use to occur 1-in-500 years are now
happening every few decades. (Houston
has experienced three such floods in as
many years.) The effects of climate change
are now perceptible beyond mere rises
in temperature and sea levels. When
the time for disaster relief and recovery
passes, our nation must engage in a
productive dialogue about the realities of
climate change and the realistic means
by which we can curb its effects. Based
upon the limited information available,
we — collectively and individually — can
take reasonable precautions.
We trust and seek shelter when meteorologists and scientists use predictive
models to warn us about approaching
storm systems. Should we not, by extension,
trust and seek environmentally-friendly
methods of living when those same
meteorologists and scientists forecast the
dire effects of climate change?
Such action is not simply good for the
Earth, but it is also in obedience to God’s
call to be stewards of creation. Each of us
has our own admiration for the sublime
beauty of creation, whether quiet woods,
snowy mountains, sandy beaches or
murmuring streams. We who come from
and return to the dust of the Earth share

in its life. This is by design. The creator
deemed his work — the universe, the
Earth and the inhabitants of these mortal
coils — good. If indeed we believe this
divine evaluation, should we not endeavor
to preserve that which God called good?
Being a good steward is not convenient.
It never has been. Goodness, righteousness,
mercy and the other aspects of stewardship
that apply to people are themselves acts
of inconvenience.
On this campus, I witness stewardship
toward others every day. We can extend that
same care to the environment. Responsible
stewardship of the environment will enable
future generations to thrive rather than
suffer. We can take up this God-given
responsibility in the little things: recycling,
which our university freely offers all over
campus; going without meat for one day
or even one meal (using the dining hall’s
vegan line); walking (not driving) to
Slader’s, Burrito Day or your favorite
lunch spot near campus; conserving lights
and water; supporting the local farmer’s
market on Saturdays. These are just a
few ways we can be better stewards. The
cumulative effect of such stewardship will
add to state and federal efforts to protect
the environment.
We are called to take up the divine mantle of inconvenience in service
to others. The ideals by which humankind
lived in paradise must serve as guiding
principles for us today. It is incumbent
upon us to fulfill that first purpose which
God gave to humankind in Eden: to tend
our gardens and be faithful caretakers of
God’s creation. We are good stewards of
people; we must now be good stewards
of our environment.

DOMINIQUE DEVEAUX is a
guest writer for The Bison.
She may be contacted at
ddeveaux@harding.edu.

Called to be stewards of creation
russell keck

guest
writer

O

ne does not have to go back very
far to recall George W. Bush, Bob
Dole and John McCain joining with Al
Gore, Bill Clinton and John Kerry to
acknowledge the very real dangers of
climate change. Together, members of
both major political parties called for a
re-evaluation of the way American businesses and manufacturers were operating
in order to reduce pollution and to produce
a safer, healthier environment. While no
consensus emerged on an environmental
agenda, there was, at least, a common
ground: we must do something before
it’s too late.
I watched with awe earlier this month
as Hurricane Irma swallowed whole islands
and the entirety of the Florida peninsula in
its terrifying maws of wind and rain; I
watched with deep concern for family
members living in South Carolina as
they prepared for the worst. Irma was the
most powerful hurricane ever recorded in
the Atlantic basin, nearing an incredible
36 hours with 185 mph sustained winds.
Today, we see the effects of warming
temperatures across the globe. Since 1901,
the average global temperature has increased
.15 degrees Fahrenheit every decade,
according to the EPA’s “Climate Change
Indicators,” with the U.S. experiencing
the highest rates of warming. The same
data show that since 1998, the U.S. has
seen eight out of the 10 warmest years
on record. With the increase in energy
that comes from heated bodies of water
in and around the U.S., storms can
grow to astonishing sizes, as evinced in

staff

RUSSELL KECK is a guest writer
for The Bison.
He may be contacted at
rlkeck@harding.edu.

braver than
you believe

Not easily defined
M

y roommate Hollee and I were sitting in those
relatively comfy chairs in the front corner of
Starbucks the other day, taking quizzes to find out
which BTS member we are, when we came across a
question that sent Hollee into this rant. The question
was about what word your friends would use to describe
you, and, while I didn’t think twice about this question,
Hollee quickly declared she hated it.
“It’s just dumb because I’m several of these things,”
she said. “I’m not accurately defined by just one
characteristic.”
She continued on about how people are complex
beings and how no one can be summed up by a single
word or trait because that ignores so much of who they
are. Then she started talking about how annoying it is
when a character in a movie is constantly represented
by a single characteristic, and there’s nothing more to
their personality than that one thing. It may sound
a little much for such a simple question with good
intent, but she has an amazing point.
In society today, the labels someone acquires tell
their peers who they are, and they begin to represent
them as a person. Labeling people or judging them
based on a few traits is basically second nature, and we
almost can’t help but do it. But our labels will change
throughout our lives, and some make a bigger impact
on our personality than others. Some are small and
change quickly or constantly, based on age, grade or
maybe even hair color. Some last a little longer and
affect a larger part of our lives, like social class, sexuality,
religion and/or whether or not your parents are still
married. With all the pressure around to label ourselves,
it can be scary not to have everything clearly defined.
This urge to label people can lead to us dumbing
someone down to one single aspect of them, and that’s
a shame because people are all unique and complex.
Labeling someone is like watering down their personality.
People are made up of so many contradictions, and
that’s what makes them beautiful. One of my teachers
said something a few times in class that I think is so
relevant and true. She said that people often recognize
their own complexities, but ignore the complexity of
others.
A friend of mine recently found out that his
roommate is an avid Kanye West fan. Like not just
a fan of his music, but a massive fan of Kanye as a
person. This absolutely blew my friend’s mind. No
kidding, he talked about it for 20 minutes straight. But
at the end of the discussion he said he still respects
his roommate. Although he doesn’t understand how
or why his roommate can be such a passionate fan of
a man who named his kids North and Saint, he still
enjoys talking with his roomie and even called him
a “real cool guy.”
That’s my point. Even though he doesn’t share all
the same interests or opinions as his roommate, he can
still be friends with him. He can still get to know and
care for his roommate as a person.
One of my previous Bible teachers did a lecture
similar to my point here. He was speaking specifically
on sexuality, but it applies to every label. Essentially
he said that someone’s sexuality does not define who
they are — yes, it’s a part of their life and the person
they are, but it’s not all they are. My point, too, is that
you are so much more than one single part of you.
Don’t let your labels define you. And don’t let yourself
use labels to define others. Be brave enough get to
know people despite the labels they might embrace.
If someone believes differently than you, that’s okay.
In fact, that’s good. Friends should be diverse because
it’s no fun to only interact with people who act and
think like you do. Instead surround yourself with people
who will challenge and teach you. Allow yourself to
grow and change.
In the end, Hollee chose the word “funny” and I
chose “energetic.” But we also recognized that she could
easily have clicked on “intelligent,” and I could have
said “awkward,” and it would still have been honest.
Because we — as complex human beings — cannot
be defined by one word.
JAISA HOGUE is the opinions editor for The
Bison. She may be contacted at jhogue@
harding.edu.
Twitter: JaisaDanielle
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savanna distefano

keep it savvy

Bigger than us
Growing up, I always had children of
different races in my classroom. I never
thought anything different of my classmates,
and I was never told to treat them differently.
Perhaps this was part of the larger picture,
a distant effect of the first brave students
across the country who participated in
desegregation.
This week marked the 60th anniversary
of the desegregation of Little Rock Central
High School. On Sept. 25, 1957, the Little
Rock Nine opened the doors for Arkansas
schools to integrate. They were faced with
opposition from classmates and parents.
They were hated, but their courage to remain
in the school helped shape what Arkansas
looks like today.
Sometimes I think we underestimate our
influence as people. Monumental events
like the anniversary of the Little Rock Nine
remind me of this. These are the times I feel
smallest, regardless of my below-average
height. This makes me wonder how often
we consider the impact we can leave on
the world.
As college students, we always have
something on our plate. We have homework,
tests and class projects. We have work, social
club functions and organization meetings.
We have friends and family with whom we
maintain relationships.
I think we grow the most in these four
years. We are challenged to think critically
and step outside of our comfort zones. We
learn about time management and juggling
several commitments. We tend to think of
these years as preparation for the “real world,”
yet we forget that we are in the real world
already. What is it that we can do with our
time on Earth now? In our young age and
positions, what can we use to help refine
the social and political issues around us?
Do we take time to consider how our
actions now can have positive effects on
the future?
Before we can implement change, we
need to be aware of the changes that need
to be made. We should also be students
of the world, being informed of what is
happening around us. It is only then that
we can truly make a difference.
While people are being persecuted in
Myanmar for their faith, Kim Jong-un is
leading North Korea in hate, and citizens
of the Caribbean islands are picking up
the debris left by storms, I wonder what
we can do as average students to help
implement change.
After all, that’s what the Little Rock
Nine did.
Similarly, I wonder about people who are
part of extreme religious groups like ISIS
or the LRA. I wonder if people look past
the acts of terrorism and have compassion
on people whose life is dedicated to what
most of the world sees as evil, but what
they have been taught is indisputably good.
I wonder how we can use our influence of
knowledge, skills or even simple prayer to
change these people who in turn change
the way the world operates.
As young adults, we are the future leaders
of the nation. Upon graduation, we will enter
into the workforce and many of us will hold
influential positions, from government to
education to the medical field.
It is imperative that we consider the
world around us today, even if we seem so
far removed from it. Not only because the
world is becoming more connected, but
because people are people, no matter where
they live, what religion they follow or what
culture they identify with.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison.
She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano
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emily hook

A fight for water’s reputation
guest
writer

W

ater is essential to life. However,
over these past few weeks, we’ve all
gotten a glimpse of how destructive it can be.
Personally, seeing the aftermath of Hurricane
Harvey and stepping into houses that were
once filled with 8 feet of water was absolutely
devastating. I thought to myself, “How could
water be so damaging?”
Yes, the water from the hurricane destroyed
almost everything in its path, but why is it that
we’ve now obtained this negative perception
of what water is capable of? Why as people do
we always remember the worst and overlook
the potential for good?
To raise funds for those affected by the
floods, the Student Association challenged all
of us to drink only water for a day. However,
obtaining that goal should not have been
challenging to any one of us. Throughout
our lives we’ve been told to drink a specific
amount of water daily, and yet we overlook
these directions. We are told that water is
essential and beneficial to our health, but how

many of us actually listen and take action?
Water is something we can’t live without,
and yet we continue day by day to under
consume it. Many of us face varied degrees
of dehydration and don’t even know it. We
shouldn’t only be drinking water when we
plan to be active, but we should be actively
drinking water from the moment we wake up
to the moment we lie down to rest at night.
Water improves our mood. Since our
brains are made up of about 75 percent water,
drinking it helps us to be more alert, think
clearly and concentrate better.
Drinking water creates a faster metabolism
and is an important key in weight loss. Filling
our stomachs with water before a meal reduces
the amount of food we need to consume to
be full because water acts as a natural appetite
suppressant.
Water is also significant in boosting our
immune systems. Drinking plenty of water
can actually help fight against the flu, cancers
and potential heart attacks. Proper hydration
is important and so easy to maintain once it
is a part of your daily routine.
Water also helps maintain healthier skin
and hair, keeping it clean, soft, glowing and
youthful. Water is said to rid our skin of
wrinkles, performing as one of the best antiaging treatments we have access to.
Warm showers can relieve tension in our
muscles while also releasing toxins from our

skin because the hot steam acts as a natural
decongestant. When we are feeling stressed,
showering with warm water can ease anxiety,
which is almost essential for surviving exam
week.
Cold showers, as unbearable as they are
to me, are actually beneficial as well. Simply
putting forth the effort to turn our showers
cold for the last five minutes can help wake
up our bodies. I find that the instant change
in temperature immediately increases my
mental alertness and can really help me get
ready for the day.
Showering with cold water is also better for
our skin and hair. Yes, warm showers can be
beneficial, but they can also dry us out. Cold
showers hydrate and help with those pesky
split ends and dry skin. If you find the magic
balance between both hot and cold showers,
you’ll be sure to have the best of both worlds.
This is only the beginning to a much
longer list of benefits of what water can do
for us. Therefore, it’s clear the goodness of
water far outweighs its opportunities for
destructiveness. So how will you change the
way water impacts your daily life? I know
I’m striving to appreciate it more, and you
should too.
EMILY HOOK is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be contacted
at ehook1@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?
Want to write an opinion for The Bison? Contact Jaisa Hogue at
jhogue@harding.edu to voice your opinion through The Bison newspaper.
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think it was my second year of writing
for The Bison. Back then I shared space
on the opinions page with several others,
including a student columnist who was
just getting started. As a humorist, he had
some funny material for his first two pieces.
But then, it happened. He became “that
guy.” He wrote an entire column about not
having anything to write about.
I thought, “Bless his heart — it’s his
third article, and he already playing the
writer’s block card.” And I swore to myself
that I would never, ever stoop to such
cheesy meta-journalism. I pledged I would
never admit that the pot had gone dry. I
committed to a life of integrity, which
in this case meant having at least a new,
semi-legitimate topic every week.
It’s amazing how 12 years of deadlines
can soften a man’s conscience.
I have a file marked “Column Ideas” that
I keep by my laptop. It’s full of quirky news
stories, quaintly clipped from magazines
and newspapers, the way people used to
do back before the days of running water.
At some point, I must have thought that
each idea had potential, but as I feverishly
flipped through the archive this weekend,
nothing spoke to me.
You’d think it was a goldmine: One
article tells the story of Trudy, the world’s
oldest gorilla, who lives at the Little Rock
Zoo. Another describes the eccentric
collection at the Los Angeles Museum of
Broken Relationships, where jilted lovers
can deposit the artifacts of their shattered
dreams. Still another one profiles a man

Writer’s Balk
michael
claxton
who makes elaborate Lego sculptures for
a living. I even clipped a report on the 41st
International Cherry-Pit-Spitting Contest
in Michigan. Yet none of it seems quite
column-worthy.
Certain headlines in the file just scream
for ironic comment: “NYC cemetery
honey of a place for bees.” “Pokemon Go
dating site is now live.” “Russian road so
bad smugglers fixed it.” “Woman sues
her 8-year-old nephew.” “Salvador Dali
exhumed — moustache still intact.” But
the brilliance of funny headlines is that
they speak for themselves.
When Parade Magazine ran its annual
“What People Earn” issue last April, I cut
out a tiny picture of a Portland woman who
makes $59,000 a year as a “professional
cuddler.” She claims to teach “platonic touch”
with the goal of creating “a safe space” for
people to feel “loved and accepted.” Lots
of snarky comments immediately come to
mind, but instead I labelled the clipping,
“Topics I will never let myself write about.”
In my idea folder, I just found an expired
coupon for Oreo Thins. I never intended
to use it at the grocery store, but I seem to
remember having a plan when I clipped it
from the paper. I concocted an outline in

my head for an elaborate social commentary
on the decline of snacks in our new healthobsessed America. I wanted to contrast the
hearty “Oreo Double Stuff ” cookies I loved
as a child with the anemic diet wafers now
marketed as “Oreo Thins.” At the time, it
seemed genius. Now, it just seems slim.
My present struggle is even worse
because I also have a back-up source of
column material. For years I have kept a
journal where I write various things down.
There are two entire pages marked “Column
Ideas.” They are full of oddball facts I’ve
picked up. For the most part, though, it’s
a list of outdated pop culture bubbles that
once called out to be punctured, but whose
time came and went: spy-cam mannequins,
boom cubes, hoverboards, cell-phone novels,
Chewbacca Mom. As I’ve learned, you
have to act fast on most pop culture fads,
which have roughly the shelf life of yogurt.
Full disclosure: I stole the phrase “roughly
the shelf life of yogurt” from an article by
Joseph Epstein I tore out of The Weekly
Standard.
To summarize: Even with a bulging
folder of ideas and two pages of back-up
column material, I have still drawn a blank.
So I suppose I’ll have to swallow my pride
and write about how I have nothing to
write about this week. Which I would
gladly do if I had not just run out of space.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison.
He can be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between
our staff and the public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive
audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Savanna DiStefano, the editor-in-chief, at sdistefano@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to
contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still
identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.

September 29, 2017

emily faulkner

TAKING A STAND BY
TAKING A KNEE

The
Grand
Slam

The SAAC
at Harding

A lot of the time, university
students may feel that they are
insignificant or their opinions
don’t hold much weight- especially student athletes who are
so focused on going to practice
and class.
Why would somebody want to
hear another opinion or idea when
there are so many out there? The
fact of the matter, is everyone’s
opinions matter and everyone’s
voices need to be heard.
Student athletes have the
perfect platform to speak up.
With so much of the student
body attending sporting events,
fellow peers look up to them.
Athletes in general are held to a
higher standard because of that
time in the spotlight.
Look at any social media platform today, or turn on the news,
and there will be stories about
athletes of all levels, high school
through professional. What we do
now in college, matters. What we
post, what we say, how we express
ourselves matters- whether we are
athletes or not.
Even though they aren’t much
different from normal people,
athletes have God-given talent
that sets them apart. Everyone
has his or her own set of unique
talents. They have that competitive
drive which typically carries over
in to all aspects of their lives.
Universities across the nation,
including Harding, participate
in the Student Athlete Advisory
Committee. SAAC is a program
set up by the NCAA that gives
an additional outlet for student
athletes to share their voices.
Division I, II and III universities each have individual SAACs.
Here, student athletes are able to
provide insight to others about
their experiences, input on rules,
regulations or policies that affect
them.
So where does Harding tie in
to this? Harding has their own
SAAC that does many things
behind the scenes that some may
not even know about.
The Bisons football program
started a program called Bison
Buddies. It originated as the football
team going to local elementary
schools, sitting in classrooms and
helping with children.
Whether it is reading with
them or to them, helping with
math problems, or just being
there for the kids, this was the
purpose behind the program.
Bison Buddies has now grown to
reach outside of Searcy limits to
the next town over in Judsonia,
and each sports team on campus
is involved.
Besides Bison Buddies, the
SAAC at Harding participates in
Make-A-Wish each year. Usually
at a big basketball game, the SAAC
sends around a bucket to collect
donations that go directly to a
child. There is also a lot of work
done prior to this in fundraising
as well.
I say all this to make a point
that yes, student athletes do have
a voice. In some ways, the voice
is louder than others because of
the public. Even though this is
just a Division II school, even a
kind gesture or a kind word can
go a long way and have a lasting
impact that may seem like nothing
at the time.
I’d like to think that the SAAC
is just another way Harding is
giving athletes an opportunity
to make a positive impact on the
world around them.
EMILY FAULKNER is the head
sports editor for the Bison. She
may be contacted at
efaulkner@harding.edu.
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Opposing viewpoints on the NFL protests
One year ago, San Fransisco 49er’s quarterback Colin Kaepernick did something nobody had seen before.
At first it started with Kaepernick sitting on the bench during the national anthem and it was largely unnoticed.
This then transitioned from sitting to taking a knee in protest, doing it to “show more respect for military veterans,” Kaepernick said. Even though this trend did not catch on last year, according to ABC news, the 2017
season has thus far accounted for 200 players who have taken a knee or linked arms during the anthem.

is it understood?

is it proper?
raneisha stassin

noah styles

guest writer

I

want to start by saying that I believe this issue is not about
the flag itself, for the flag is only an object. However, this
issue is about what and who it represents. For many white
Americans, the flag represents freedom, and the men and
women who have lost their lives protecting freedoms and
who are still fighting today. However, what does it represent
to minorities, specifically African-Americans?
I’ve been taught the same thing as my white classmates.
When the national anthem plays, you stand. However, I’ve
never been asked what the flag means to me. You see, the flag
doesn’t represent the same thing to me because the history
of who I am and the life I’ve lived in this country has not
been the same for me as it has been for my white friends
and family. While I support the people risking their lives
in our military, I do not look at the flag and see freedom
or justice for all.
I look at our flag and think of my grandmother who
wasn’t allowed to use the bathroom, attend school or even
eat with white people when she was my age. I look at our
flag and think of my grandmother’s grandparents who were
slaves-slaves who had their own anthem. They never knew
what freedom was, yet that flag still towered above them.
I look at our flag and see black people marching for rights
white people already had. When I see the flag today, I think
of all the black lives lost and all the people who turn their
heads because they don’t care, reminiscent of Jim Crow-era
America during which that same flag was used to terrorize
black families. I think of an institution that imprisons one
in three black men, leaving many black families broken. I
think of hearing the words “thug” to describe my brothers,
friends and cousins. I think of the people who have told me
my life doesn’t matter.
I am an American, but I am not always treated like one.
If the flag is supposed to represent freedom and justice,
shouldn’t it represent that for all and
not just some? Many believe that
the things I’ve just mentioned have
nothing to do with saluting the
flag. However, every argument
I’ve seen about the flag has been
about what it represents, all the
while ignoring what it represents to
many black people. We are expected to
ignore our reality and stand for a country
that doesn’t always stand for us. My support for
San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick
does not mean I don’t support the military — my
brother was in the military, as are many other
black men and women who come home
and are not treated like heroes
but like criminals. My
support of Kaepernick
means I understand
that the flag does not
represent freedom
for all until we
are all treated
equally.

guest writer

T

here is an action sweeping across the National Football League (NFL) which has brewed up a proverbial
storm. Kneeling during the national anthem has become
a way for some NFL players to protest racial inequality in
the U.S. I do not know anyone who argues that there is not
racism in our world today. In fact, I believe it is a part of
the fallen world in which we live. Today, a major question
confronts us: “Is kneeling during the national anthem the
best way to protest?”
As a lifelong college football fan, I have recently started
to watch more NFL games as more and more South Eastern Conference (SEC) football players have been drafted.
I am of the conviction that protesting during the national
anthem causes more division in America than unity. My
view was reaffirmed just a few days ago as I watched the
Arizona Cardinals and the Dallas Cowboys on Monday
night. The boos could be heard resonating through the
speakers of the television as players started to kneel before
the national anthem.
Why do so many NFL fans disapprove of players kneeling? After all, racism is an ugly truth. I cannot speak for
everyone who is disgusted by players kneeling during the
national anthem. However, I can propose a few reasons why
I personally disapprove. Firstly, I view kneeling during the
national anthem as an affront to the men and women who
have served in the military to defend the opportunities
we have in America today. Both of my grandfathers were
members of the military, and it is so sad to see young men
in their 20s and 30s disrespecting the flag for which my
grandfathers were willing to die.
Secondly, there is actually a code in the United States
regarding the proper conduct during the national anthem.
When speaking to the behavior of citizens when the flag
is displayed, the Code states: “During the rendition of the
national anthem, all other persons present should face the
flag and stand at attention with their right hand over their
heart, and men not in uniform, if applicable, would
remove their headdress.”
Ultimately, to me, kneeling during the
national anthem is 100 percent an issue of
respect. The thousands of men and women
who have paid the price to defend freedom should not have to be sickened by
the sight of young men kneeling during
the national anthem. I realize that not
everyone concurs with my view on
this issue. The national anthem is a
sacred time in which we remember
the sacrifices made by those before
us. Likewise, it should be a time of
reaffirmation of our commitment to
their goal of protecting the freedoms
we enjoy. On Jan. 5, 1967, Ronald
Reagan reminded us: “Freedom
is a fragile thing and is never
more than one generation away
from extinction. It is not ours by
inheritance; it must be fought for
and defended constantly by each
generation, for it comes only once
to a people.”

NOAH STYLES is a
guest writer for The
Bison. He may be contacted
at nstyles@harding.edu
RANEISHA STASSIN
is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be
contaced at rfrankli@harding.edu
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Senior Spotlight: Madison Drennan nears the finish line
DUSTIN SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor

STERLING MCMICHAEL| The Bison

Senior cross country runner Madison Drennan completed
her first collegiate race at the Bob Gravett Invitational on
Sept. 6, 2014. She finished 11th overall with a time of 19
minutes and 43 seconds.

Most athletes discover the
sport they excel in at a young age.
For senior Madison Drennan, cross
country was not exactly her first
choice. Growing up, Drennan tried
tennis, softball and cheerleading but
did not enjoy them. So, she started
running.
“Running was one of those things
I started doing because I couldn’t
do anything else, and it’s developed
into something I’ve absolutely loved,”
Drennan said. “I’m very thankful for
the ability to do it because it keeps
me sane and it brings a lot of joy
to my life.”
During Drennan’s sophomore
year of high school, she said she
experienced a strange moment in
her life. Harding helped get her
back on track.
“I toured colleges my sophomore
year of high school when my brother
graduated high school,” Drennan
said. “I was in that weird stage in
life where I didn’t want to go to
school after I graduated. When I
visited Harding, I actually liked it.
I only applied to one other school.”
Drennan entered her freshman
year as a new face among thousands,
but instantly became a part of a
family when she met her cross
country teammates.
“It was really cool to come to
Harding and already have a group
of people to fit in with and have
people I wouldn’t feel weird around,”
Drennan said. “If I would’ve come
here without joining a team, I

would’ve felt swallowed.”
Drennan has received first-team
All-GAC honors every year she has
been at Harding. While her numbers
show incredible talent, head coach
Steve Guymon said it took a few
years for Drennan to feel confident
in her running ability.
“It took me a good two years to
drive into her that she has talent,
and when it started clicking, she
realized that maybe I was right,”
Guymon said. “Once she discovered
that, she started doing things she
didn’t think she could do. I think
she’ll only get better and better
throughout the year.”

“She is one of the most
encouraging teammates,
and she tries to include
everybody. Her laugh is
very contagious. She is
super happy all the time.”
-Junior Kayla Vance,
cross country runner
Drennan said that as a team, she
would love to win conference in her
last season. As for personal goals,
Drennan hopes to accomplish new
things while staying healthy.
“I want to break 18 minutes in
my 5K time; that’s my personal goal,”
Drennan said. “I want to make it
through the entire cross country
season without any injury just so I’ll
know I gave it everything I had. I
want to go out with a bang.”
Drennan credits former teammates
Ewa Zaborowska and Dallas Bailey

as her mentors when she joined the
team in 2014. She said that they
have both been her role models.
“Ewa was a phenomenal athlete
but also a phenomenal person and
hard worker in what she does,”
Drennan said. “Dallas was one of my
best friends, and I really admired her
work ethic. They’ve both been really
good examples for me spiritually
and in life.”
Drennan has left a huge impact
in the cross country team during
her college career. Junior teammate
Kayla Vance said that she will miss
Drennan’s fun-loving spirit and her
leadership.
“She’s one of the most encouraging
teammates, and she tries to include
everybody,” Vance said. “Her laugh is
very contagious. She is super happy
all the time.”
Drennan is a social work major
and is considering graduate school
or entering the workforce after
graduation. However, she said that
running has helped prepare her for
life after college.
“Running has taught me a lot
about perseverance and teamwork,
and those are things I can implement
in every aspect of my life with
raising a family or working with
colleagues,” Drennan said. “Being a
social worker, you work with other
people that are also helping those
in need receive resources, so I think
being on a team is going to have
helped a lot with that.”
Drennan will compete in her next
race on Friday, Oct. 6 at Southern
Arkansas University in Magnolia,
Arkansas.

Harding Apocalypse Frisbee team aims for nationals

Ultimate Frisbee team looks to continue success after 6-0 preseason start
DAILEY THOMAS
student writer

The men’s ultimate Frisbee team, Apocalypse,
has begun preseason play. Last weekend, the
team competed in a tournament at the University of Arkansas and finished 6-0. They are
now undefeated going into the rest of their
preseason and regular season play.
The team was chartered in the fall of 2003.
Dr. Whitaker Jordan, assistant professor of
foreign language, is a sponsor and founding
member. He said the team was an important
organization to have on campus.
“We took a group of guys to a couple of
tournaments and we decided it would be good
to have an official status on campus,” Jordan
said. “The relationships formed on the ultimate
Frisbee team are very important to me back
then and going forward.”
In the past years, the Apocalypse has advanced
to the regional and national competitions.
Senior captain Brandon Melo said the team is
encouraged by this preseason record and hopes
to continue to succeed into the spring season.
“Last year we went to regionals, and we are
returning a lot more players, so I think we will
have a good chance at making it to national

level,” Melo said.
Apocalypse currently has 22 members on
the team. Melo said that it is not just about
the sport, it is about fellowship and getting
to compete with friends. The team practices
every day except Friday and usually heads to
the cafeteria together afterwards.
“Sometimes we have the opportunity to
minister to other teams,” Melo said. “Some
people aren’t comfortable with it, however
they are still open to the idea of praying with
us after the game.”
Junior captain Jalen West also said that he
appreciated the team's ability to be competitive
while still showing God’s love.
“I enjoy the brotherhood that we have
and the fact that not many schools that we
are playing are openly Christian, and it feels
good to show God in our play,” West said. “It
is a humbling experience and it makes me
appreciate that we can be competitive — even
sometimes against D1 schools — but glorify
God at the same time.”
Apocalypse is playing their next tournament
at Vanderbilt University from Sept. 29 to Oct.
1. They will have more preseason tournaments
this fall and will continue on into the spring
season.

STERLING MCMICHAEL | The Bison

Senior Brandon Melo throws through two defenders during practice on Sept.
21 at the intramaural fields. The Harding Apocalypse are 6-0 in preseason
play and will travel to Vanderbilt University for their next tournament on
Sept. 29.

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

Lane Rodgers
football

What is your favorite thing
about fall?

College football
(go Bisons).

The colder
weather.

Getting to play
basketball and
meet new people
at school.

When the colors
on the
trees change.

Football and the
start of
duck season.

You get one free flight,
where do you go?

Anywhere in
Europe. That is
where my wife
would want to go.

New Zealand.

I would either go
visit Dubai
or Japan.

Rome, Italy.

Montana.

What is your gas station
go-to snack?

Big Red? Coke
Icee and honey
bun, no doubt.

Beef Jerky.

Has to be
Sour Patch
Watermelon.

Classic
plain Lays.

Sunflower
seeds.

Where will you be when
you are 50 years old?

I will be making
big bucks with
three kids and a
golden retriever.

Hopefully
still hiking,
hammocking
and camping.

Living with my
wife and moving
my kids
into college.

Parker Fane Brandon Reeves Sadie Thornton Enoch Williams
basketball
basketball
cross country
football

Hopefully retired
Coaching football
and living
in the South or
the relaxed
duck hunting.
grandparent life!
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Oświęcim, a town better known as Auschwitz
LIFESTYLE
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ALLY PARRETT
student writer

The Stevens Art Gallery will feature
a photography exhibit titled “A Town
Known as Auschwitz: The Life and Death
of a Jewish Community” for the month
of October.
Fitting with the theme of this year’s
Harding read, “The Hiding Place,” by
Corrie Ten Boom, the traveling exhibit
originates from the Museum of Jewish
Heritage — A Living Memorial to the
Holocaust.
The exhibit contains 61 framed photographs and multiple written stories of
Jewish families and is meant to educate the
audience on how the town of Oświęcim,
Poland, looked and functioned like before,
during and after it was renamed Auschwitz.
Dr. John Keller, professor of art and
gallery curator, emphasized that this is
not an art exhibit, but a history one. While
photography can be art, Keller said this
exhibit’s purpose is more geared toward
documentation.
“This show is important because it is
history. It is history we need to remember,”
Keller said. “But it wasn’t just brought here
because it was history, it was brought here
because of Corrie Ten Boom’s faith.”

The story of Ten Boom and her family’s
experience in the concentration camps is
ultimately one of faith and forgiveness,
according to Keller.
Junior Morgan Taylor had the opportunity to visit the first and largest
concentration camp, Dachau, during
her free travel while attending Harding
University in Greece (HUG). Taylor said
that visiting on Easter Sunday gave the
day even more sentiment.
“It related so much to the fact that these
Jews are holding onto something; they’re
holding onto the fact that somebody’s
going to save them,” Taylor said. “For
me, getting to sit there and know that the
God that I serve has already overcome
something so horrible as a Holocaust,
through the hope that we have in him
that gives it a different meaning.”
Taylor was accompanied on the trip
to Dachau by her friend, junior Madison
Ramsey. Prior to their visit, Ramsey said
that most of what she knew about the
Holocaust came from movies.
After seeing the sites up close, Ramsey is
not quite sure she can emotionally handle
the exhibit.
Keller, Taylor and Ramsey said that
remembering this part of our history is
still relevant today.
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Senior Darci Flatley admires art in the Stevens Art Gallery. During the month
of October, the gallery will host “A Town Known as Auschwitz: The Life and
Death of a Jewish Community.”
“This was an act of hatred, racism and
division. I think it is so relevant still,” Taylor
said. “We have these sites like Dachau or
Auschwitz that we have kept as the world
and as a human group, and I think we keep

them because we know that we need to be
reminded of how easily we can be manipulated into performing these grotesque acts
against each other. You cannot forget that.
When we forget that, we’re lost again.”

said. “There was not really anything that
was equipping women to kind of take that
next step in leadership and in their own
spiritual growth, especially within the
Churches of Christ.”
Thus, Goff founded a ministry of her own
to do just that. Iron Rose Sister Ministries,
according to Goff, allowed her to write and
publish women’s Bible study materials that
are designed to be easy enough for anyone
to lead but deep enough for everyone to
grow. Because of her love for the Spanish
language and Latin culture, Goff also wanted
to include study materials in Spanish as a
part of the ministry.

or bilingual. Goff said she wants to help
create a bridge for both of these groups in
a church setting.
Goff spoke Tuesday, Sept. 26 as a part of
the 2017 Lectureship. Her lesson, “What
do I do with my human nature?” focused
on Romans 8 and the difference between
human and sinful natures. However, this was
not Goff ’s first time to teach at Lectureship.
It was one year ago at 2016 Lectureship when senior Mackenzie Lancaster
first met Goff. A Spanish major herself,
Lancaster decided to attend Goff ’s lecture
on ministering to Christian Latina sisters.
The two realized they shared many of the
same passions, and in December of 2016
Goff asked Lancaster to be her intern for
Iron Rose Sisters for the following summer.
Lancaster was able to travel with Goff
around Arkansas, the U.S. and even Peru
and Chile for campaigns, seminars and conferences, and missionary support, providing
her more experience in Spanish and a new
outlook on mission work. Lancaster said
she hopes to stay involved in the ministry
in the future.
“I’m very passionate about women and
their faith, and I’ve constantly been trying
to figure out my place,” Lancaster said.
“That’s one cool thing I learned this summer: Michelle teaches women how to read
the Bible from a woman’s perspective, since
they’re almost always taught by men. She’s
a very encouraging woman, and she pours
out so much of herself into other people.”
As Iron Rose Sisters expands in the
coming years, Goff said she aims to reach
and encourage more women and continue
to build bridges all over the world.
“We want to continue to grow and inspire
and equip women in their relationships
with God and with one another,” Goff said.

Teaching the Bible from a woman’s perspective
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Alumna Michelle Goff speaks to a group of women as part of her women’s
ministry. Goff founded Iron Rose Sister Ministries in 2013 to teach and
encourage women to share the Gospel with others.
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor
“After my freshman year, I went with
(professor of foreign lanuage)Ava Conley
and the foreign language department to
Venezuela on a campaign for a month, and I
was hooked,” alumna Michelle J. Goff said.
“I realized what it meant to allow the spirit
to work in and through you, especially in
another language.”
Goff was a student at Harding from
1995-97 and double-majored in communication disorders and Spanish. Goff said
she was very active on campus and in her
social club, and was also a resident assistant for three years. It was also during this
time that Goff got her first serious look at
international missions.

“I lived and breathed everything Harding for those four years,” Goff said. “Even
though my bachelor’s was in communication disorders and Spanish, God was
really calling me more directly into the
ministry route.”
Since graduating from Harding, Goff
has spent her entire career working in
full-time ministry. Goff has been a part
of church plants, women’s ministry and
missions, including work in Central and
South America, Russia and Kazakhstan.
She also worked in campus ministry at
Louisiana State University, where she got
her master’s degree.
“Being in full-time ministry for all
those years in all those different contexts,
I was seeing a huge need for resources
and materials for women’s ministry,” Goff

“Michelle teaches women
how to read the Bible from a
woman’s perspective, since
they’re almost always taught
by men.”
-Senior Mackenzie Lancaster
Iron Rose Sister intern
“I like to meet women where they are
and walk with them one step closer to the
father,” Goff said. “We are an equipping
ministry, and we serve to encourage and
inspire women.”
Iron Rose Sisters began in 2013, and
has since grown to work with women in
all 19 Spanish-speaking countries of Latin
America and over half of the 50 states. Goff
said the name of the ministry symbolizes
Christian sisters who can be like iron
sharpening iron and who can encourage
one another to be as beautiful as a rose in
spite of a few thorns.
Along with creating study materials,
Iron Rose Sisters travels to put on seminars, conferences and retreats for women,
which can be English-only, Spanish-only

New Year, New Crown: welcoming Miss White County Fair
RAIANNE MASON
features editor
SASHA REGIDA
student writer

Sophomore Adrian Rutter, a biochemistry and molecular biology major from
Pocahontas, Arkansas, was crowned Miss
White County Fair 2017 Monday, Sept. 11.
The pageant process began Saturday,
Sept. 9 with a private interview in front
of a panel of three judges, Rutter said. She
was asked a series of questions about her
personality, character and potential role
as an advocate of the White County Fair.
According to Cassandra Feltrop, a Miss
White County Fair participant in 1988,
and mother of the current Jr. Miss White
County Fair Morgan Feltrop, the pageant
is more than just a beauty contest.
“This pageant is a great experience for
these young ladies as they are not judged
only on beauty,” Cassandra Feltrop said.
“Fifty percent of their overall score comes
from a one-on-one interview with three
judges.”
The pageant itself began the following Monday at the White County Fair
Grounds. All competitors started with a
brief introduction, followed by the swimsuit

competition.
“The judging criteria includes physical
physique, confidence and overall impression,”
Rutter said. “This part was nerve-racking
simply because of the mere premise of the
competition. I had to exude confidence
in every way, and sometimes that’s not
all that easy.”

“I hope to show the
community that pageants
are not only about physical
appearance. There is more
mentally that goes into the
pageant process, and the
experience overall helps
build confidence and other
skills that will ultimately help
in the future.”
-Sophomore Adrian Rutter
Miss White County Fair 2017
The final portion of the competition was
an on-stage interview. Rutter was asked to
define beauty.
“I tried to emphasize the importance
of internal beauty and portraying the love
of Christ in every way,” Rutter said. “As a
little girl I was always taught that beauty is
not something only seen on the surface, but

it comes from within. I still believe that is
true and find it more important in today’s
society to show that beauty from inside.”
Rutter was crowned queen Monday
evening alongside Jr. Miss White County
Fair 2017, Morgan Feltrop.
“I feel like this pageant is an amazing
opportunity to make new friends, have a
little fun on stage and test speaking skills,”
Morgan Feltrop said.
Rutter believes the pageant allows
students to practice skills that they will
use in the future.
“I hope to show the community that
pageants are not only about physical appearance,” Rutter said. “There is more mentally
that goes into the pageant process, and the
experience overall helps build confidence
and other skills that will ultimately help
in other aspects of life.”
Rutter will compete in the Arkansas
State Fair Pageant in Little Rock.
“The biggest thing I’m preparing for is
the interview portion of the competition
(and) being up to date on current events,”
Rutter said.
Preliminaries for the pageant will be
conducted Oct. 18, with the top three
contestants advancing to the finals on the
following Saturday.
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Sophomore Adrian Rutter was crowned Miss
White County Fair 2017, Monday, Sept. 11.
Rutter said she believes pageants help build
character and life skills.
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Old roots sprout new trends for students
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Artist:
Foo Fighters

Album:
“Concrete & Gold”

JACOB ARDREY
lifestyle editor
“Concrete and Gold,” The Foo Fighters’
ninth LP, shows up to the Halloween party
with the same costume as last year. Since
the release on Sept. 15, fans like myself
have had the chance to consume and assess
The Foo Fighters’ latest installment in their
discography. With a heavy heart, I must
confess I was underwhelmed by this effort.
Dave Grohl is a legendary rocker known
for producing powerful tunes featuring his
harsh, screeching vocals while also giving
contrast to each album by showcasing his
unique, clean vocal talent. From The Foo
Fighters’ origins in ‘94, they have provided
heavy metal, grunge and alt. rock listeners
the inspiration needed to progress from
a garage band to the Billboard Hot 100
Chart. However, their formula for producing
heavy to cliché classic rock ballads can
seem a bit stale on the third or fourth
regurgitation.
“T-Shirt” kicks off the first track while
giving you the signature Foo’s soft vocal
build-up into a chorus saturated with
harmonies and riffs. The classic rock feel
takes one back to simpler times when one
could listen to Journey with one’s hair down.
“Run” features the post-hardcore vocals
from Grohl that differentiates himself from
more traditional rockers. His signature
battle cry is still holding up after years of
stressing his everlong boyish tenor. Midway
through the track, Taylor Hawkins smashes
the hi-hat to create a raw, washy tone that
drives the rest of the song to completion.
This is easily one of the best choruses The
Foos have made in years.
“The Sky Is A Neighborhood” and “La
Dee Da” feature Alison Mosshart of The
Kills and remind me of a mix between
power rock hits by Muse and Imagine
Dragons.
“La Dee Da” blends 80s synth and song
composition with 2000s thrash punk.
Nonetheless, there’s only so many times
your brain can accept lazy lyrics produced
as a sub-par rock track.
There’s an empty feeling after listening
to “The Line.” The message becomes
repetitive and is synonymous with singing
the “Don’t Stop Believin’” chorus for the
thousandth time.
The mood and chilling chords of
“Sunday Rain” are reminiscent of Grohl’s
previous band, Nirvana. Paul McCartney,
one of Grohl’s dearest friends, makes a
guest appearance by playing drums that
compliments the angst-filled track. The lyrics
echo an expression of resentment toward
a figure that is self-centered and repeats
the phrase “Don’t leave me drowning in
your Sunday rain.” This track makes you
wish you were a Portland local that could
listen to this jam while blissfully gazing
out of your window that is covered in
water droplets.
Shawn Stockman, of Boyz II Men,
helps conclude the album with his mature
harmonies on the self-titled track, “Concrete
& Gold.” The melancholic pace gives the
song an eerie, yet triumphant sound that
blasts power chords over soft spoken vocals.
The Foo continue to glorify their rock
‘n’ roll roots with “Concrete & Gold.”
However, this is the same song, different
verse. Since their last LP, “Sonic Highways”
sealed their signature sound as mature
musicians, fans can expect to hear this on
repeat. This is not to say that I am done
listening to The Foo. Grohl is one of my
rock idols and they have truly solidified
their spot as #4 in my personal top 10 bands
of all time. This may not be my favorite
work of theirs but I’d recommend this
rock album to anyone with ears.

If you don’t have a plant in your dorm
room yet, you are a little behind the trend.
Among millennials, plants have become a
huge item of social media and home décor.
While it may seem like the only reason for
having succulents or other types of plants
in your room is to fit a popular earthy
aesthetic, there are many valid benefits to
owning plants.
Plants have the ability to improve life
physically, mentally and spiritually.
First, according to botany professor Dr.
Michael Nicodemus, plants clean the air
and increase humidity, which helps relieve
allergies.
“I think something about taking care of
something has emotional benefits for the
person taking care of it,” Nicodemus said.
“For me, it sounds cheesy, but plants make
me happy. So I think there is some sort of
emotional connection to plants, which is
nice. It’s also just having something beautiful around.”
Sophomore Taylor Shannon, who is passionate about her own collection of plants,
agrees that the emotional benefits of plants
focus on a connection we have with taking
care of living things.
“I feel like we all have a little part of us
that just wants to help something grow and
watch that process,” Shannon said. “And the
fact that at Harding we can’t have pets in
the dorm, I think we revert to having plants
so that we can watch it grow and help it
grow and give it its nutrients, and I think
we have some bond with that.”
Spiritually, plants can teach discipline
and have symbolic meaning that one might
not realize. Women’s social club Delta Nu’s
spiritual theme of the semester is “steady
growth.” The spiritual life directors, senior
Laren Houstoun and junior Elizabeth Hale
chose to physically represent this idea of
growth through a purple waffle plant that
the club named Frida.
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Senior Laren Houstoun holds her new Hypoestes Pink Polka Dot plant in an
old boot that now doubles as a pot. Houstoun said plants teach patience
and other essential truths.
“Milestones in our spiritual walk don’t
define our spiritual walk, but rather our
day-to-day life defines our spiritual walk
overall,” Houstoun said. “We have to allow
ourselves to see that God works in us daily
and that we aren’t going to see that plan
come through daily.”
Beyond the idea of “steady growth,”
having a plant in your life can teach you
other disciplines as well.
“They teach patience, and they teach
taking care of something that depends on
you,” Houstoun said. “It also teaches you what
is truly essential. For plants, all they need
is decent soil, sunlight and water. You just
have to measure up the amount of sunlight
and water and type of soil that they need,
but that’s it. For humans … I literally just
bought coffee because I felt like I needed
coffee, but if I think about it, like a plant, I
don’t really need coffee, I just need water.”

Many people who own plants have purchased them from a local store, but Nicodemus offered a simple way to save money
when extending your collection of greenery.
“In my botany class ... we also learn
about plant propagation, like growing plants
from cutting, and many of the succulents
are easy to use for that,” Nicodemus said.
“So you can just take and cut a branch off
of it, stick it into the soil, and grow a new
plant. Many of them put out what we call
adventitious roots that come out of the plant
at the stem, and that allows them time to
start rooting in a new place. So most of
them do that naturally.”
Nicodemus also suggests plants for those
who have mastered succulents and want to
“branch out” to explore new plants that are
still easy to grow and maintain, including
Snake plants, Pothos, Purple Heart, Wandering Jew, Monstera and wild plants.
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‘Daring to Hope,’ a messy love story

Book review over Katie Davis Majors’ second book
RAIANNE MASON
features editor
We often hear the phrase “God is good.”
We sing it in songs, we declare it from pulpits
and we throw it at the end of our social media
posts. God is good when the sun is shining
to create the perfect lighting for our Instagram picture. He is good when everything
is falling into place for that promotion. He
is good when the sick are healed and when
babies are born, but is he still good when it
floods? Is he still good when everything is
falling apart, and there is death instead of life?
In her new book, “Daring to Hope: Finding
God’s goodness in the broken and the beautiful,” Katie Davis Majors, best-selling author
of “Kisses from Katie,” takes on the question,
where is God in the hard times? Through a
series of personal stories, Majors takes her
readers into the heart of Jinja, Uganda, to a
house of 13 adopted daughters, a constant
cycle of strangers and a whole lot of hope.
After her high school graduation in 2007,
Majors temporarily moved to Uganda to be
a kindergarten teacher. The move became
permanent in 2008 as she fell in love with the
people of Uganda and began her nonprofit:
Amazima, meaning “truth” in Luganda, the
most widely spoken Ugandan language.
Its mission is to provide for the needs of
Ugandan families and children. This includes
a sponsorship program to send children to
school, as well as an afterschool ministry to
feed them and teach them about Jesus.
Majors’ first book, “Kisses from Katie,”
focuses on her first few years in Uganda and
the miraculous ways she saw God moving
through her story. “Daring to Hope” picks
up where her previous book ends, but with a
twist. Rather than sharing the God-glorify-
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Freshman Cara Mason reads Katie Davis Majors’ second book, “Daring
to Hope: Finding God’s goodness in the broken and the beautiful.” Majors
expresses the challenges she faced with her move to Uganda.
ing, happy stories, common in “Kisses From
Katie,” Majors dives into the challenges and
pain that have also come with her move to
Uganda.
Majors’ story may seem detached from
life in America, but the questions she asks
are common to all Christians. She searches
for God in the injustice of the world, in the
death of close friends for whom she poured
out her heart in prayer. She searches for him
when she feels the blessings are passing her
by and she isn’t receiving the answers that
she’s searching.
And she finds him. She finds him not
above the mess, but in the midst of it. She
invites her readers to see God’s presence in

their dark places. She dares them to hope even
when things do not go as planned and pain
seems to overwhelm them. She reveals God’s
faithfulness in her own life as an example to
readers of God’s nearness in tragedy.
She asks readers to look into their own
lives and ask themselves, “After living in
God’s goodness for so long does it just take
one hard day to forget?” God has been good
to each of us, why would he stop now? Every
hurt is an opportunity not to run from God,
but to run to him. Majors stresses that God is
near, and he is good even when the endings
are not. She tells readers that pain does not
minimize God’s goodness, rather it allows
us to see and feel it a deeper way.

